l6             CZECHS   AGAINST   GERMANS

protest against the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine   in
1871:

* To settle the rights of nations by the sword would
mean to deny to the weakest all their rights; it would
mean acknowledging the justification of those who act
with most brutality; it would mean introducing per-
manently a state of war among nations and sacrificing
freedom and human dignity to the most barbaric of
military despotisms as well as surrendering the most
valued assets of human civilisation.

* If therefore the German nation took steps to deprive
the French nation of a part  of its   territory,   the
inhabitants  of which are  French in sentiment and
wish to  remain so,  it would  commit  an   outrage
upon this people's freedom and would replace justice
by violence,

"The Czech nation feels compelled to express its
most fervent sympathy for France, which is to-day
vindicating its independence and defending its national
soil, which has rendered such great services to civilisa-
tion and to which we owe the greatest progress achieved
in the principles of humanity and freedom.

* The Czech nation is convinced that to humiliate
a great and heroic nation by seizing a part of its terri-
tory is to sow the seeds of fresh wars and thus of
fresh harm to humanity and civilisation. The Czech
nation is small, but its honour and its courage are not
small. It would blush with shame if by its silence it
permitted k to be thought that it approves of injustice
or that it does not dare to protest against injustice.
The Czech people desires to be faithful to the. spirit of